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Although some town entrance markers show Sharpsville having been founded in 1798, it actually wasn’t
until 1837 that the oldest part of Sharpsville was laid out by its namesake, James Sharp. The land had been
owned by the state, during which time period it was sold to various purchasers.
The original settler of this locality was Phineas Dunham, a farmer and hunter. A large tract of land lying
mainly on the north side of the river, which included the future site of early Sharpsville, was surveyed on
November 19, 1799 for Dunham who had settled there earlier in the year. For some reason, he never
received a patent for the property. Some time later, it was discovered that an error in the survey
encroached on part of another tract, so on August 18, 1811, Dunham’s son, Jonathan, commissioned a resurvey to be performed. Subsequently, on July 31, 1812 he received a correct patent for 400 acres from the
state. [Further up the river lived Samuel Clark, founder of Clarksville.]
Dunham lived on the north side of the river and sold parts of this tract to various buyers, one of whom was
Hugh Means, a Revolutionary War hero and miller, who, on January 22, 1813 purchased 25 acres in the
bend of the river. Mr. Means owned a grist mill east of what is now New Wilmington, so it was believed
that the land he purchased was to be a new mill site. However, he never occupied the land, although his
son, Thomas, lived for some time in the vicinity, holding a 250-acre tract.

Enter in 1820, a then twenty-something visionary named James Sharp, Hugh Means’ son-in-law, who came
to the area with his wife, Nancy, and their son, Hugh, named after Nancy’s father. Sharp, also a miller,
built a log grist mill and brush dam on April 11, 1825 half way between the current mill and the canal lock.
During the next few years, there are only glimpses of Sharp’s business ventures and no information about
his family. According to records, flood waters washed away his mill in 1834. Two years later, he re-built
the grist mill on the same site, with considerable improvements, and this time a saw mill as well. The new
brush dam of stone and timber replaced the old dam above the later canal lock, and a new race was dug
leading from the dam to the mills at the site of the present mill.

This arrangement was short-lived, however, when on April 26, 1836,
Charles T. Whippo, engineer, began a survey for the Erie Extension of
the Pennsylvania Canal. The course ran parallel with the river on its left
bank and reached across Sharp’s land between the mill and his house,
and continued to a point just below the milldam, almost following the
race. When construction contracts for the canal were let that same year,
Sharp, like many other property owners, seized what he perceived to be
a profit-making opportunity by contracting to do minor construction on
his own land. He and another landowner, Neasbit Robinson, signed an
agreement on October 5th with Livermore & Smith, contractors for the
canal, to build three towing path bridges. By 1840, Sharp had not been
paid by canal officials for the work he did, so he filed suit against them
as well as others who owed him smaller sums. Unfortunately, they too
were at the mercy of canal officials and also went unpaid. It is unknown
what the final resolution of these suits was.
At the same time, and with the canal promising what he considered to be
an extraordinary and profitable opportunity, Sharp recognized another
potentially lucrative endeavor. Since the new waterway would cross the
the Mercer-Hartford road at his mill, Sharp deemed the intersection an ideal location for a town. To this end,
in 1837 he parceled out 44 town lots in a tract he named “Sharpsburg”, which was later changed to
“Sharpsville Furnace”, because another town by that name already existed in Allegheny County. Eventually
the name was shortened to Sharpsville. That same year, the county court commissioned a road to be laid out
“Beginning at Sharpsburgh at the Junction of Sharon and Mercer Streets” and ending at “the State road at the
Bridge near Daniel Budd’s” in Sharon. Some of Sharp’s deeds of sale refer to “Canal Street” and to “third
alley”; however, since no plans have been found to date, no more details are available.

While Sharp presumed the canal would reap positive benefits, he never considered the hardships it would
inflict as well. Because his mill dam stood above the site of the canal dam, it was removed. The mill race lay
in the line of the canal so it was destroyed, thus idling the mills. Sharp attempted to pursue legal action

against canal officials; however, they countered that his mill dam was constructed contrary to the Act of
Assembly of 1803 so his claim was dismissed. Nevertheless, Sharp went on to construct a new dam below
the state dam and above the site of his former brush dam. He also dug a new mill race between the canal
and the river, all the while enduring enormous loss of revenues since his mills remained at a standstill.
Adding to Sharp’s misfortune, his real estate venture was unsuccessful and his town did not grow as he had
hoped. He sold only seven of the 44 town lots he planned. Never giving up, however, on May 7, 1841, he
agreed to purchase a 200-acre tract, now the “Thornton Farm”, from David Hawthorn. Again he faced
adversity when it eventually became impossible for him to make payments on this land. Having no other
options, on September 23, 1845 he sold to W. W. Bell & Company the iron ore rights on his 400-acre
Sharpsburg property with the promise of the buyers to erect a furnace to process the iron ore no further
away than Clarksville. Even this did not solve Sharp’s financial problems.
This is where the “Sharp era” comes to an abrupt end when in 1846 because of overwhelming debt, he lost
everything through sheriff’s sales- eight acres in Hickory Township to John McClure, Jr.; the 200-acre
Hawthorn tract to James Stewart; and his 400-acre Sharpsburg property [excluding the seven lots] to
Thomas A. Scott and Paul Hamilton. Sharp left town the following year to somewhere out west; nothing
further is known about him.
Ironically, the very year he left, Vincent, Himrod & McClure built Blanche Furnace [later known as the “Old
Sharpsville”, which was the first local iron ore furnace]. Those seven lots Sharp sold were clustered near
the mill and formed the nucleus of our town. Sharpsville began to flourish without Sharp but owed its
origin to him and his vision of a thriving community centered around the canal and furnace. It was because
of this first and subsequent blast furnaces that Sharpsville finally grew and was eventually incorporated as
a Borough on May 21, 1874.
No photographs of James Sharp or his family have been found, so it is impossible to put a face to the name.
The only tangible evidence of Sharp himself is his signature on a
document dated September 26, 1829.

There are only two landmarks remaining of our town’s founder: his house, the oldest in town, which still
stands at the corner of North Mercer Avenue and Canal Street– 426 & 428 North Mercer Avenue; the
current feed mill is located approximately where the second Sharp mill originally stood. The old mill race
has been filled in and even the canal which once passed between the mills and house is gone.

↑ Sharp’s mill

JAMES SHARP HOME
[corner of North Mercer Avenue and
Canal Street]
FEED MILL
NOW→
approximately where Sharp’s second mill stood
[the river is to the left of the railroad tracks]
In spite of the fact that misfortune plagued James Sharp and destroyed his personal hopes and dreams, little
did he know just how paramount a factor the Erie Canal Extension would be in the eventual growth and
development of his namesake town and surrounding areas. We flash back to more of the history of the
Extension and now famous Lock 10.

From the Whippo survey in April of 1836 came plans for the Erie Extension Canal which stretched from
above New Castle to Erie. It was divided into two lines: the Shenango Line extending north to a point
west of Conneaut; and the Conneaut Line from west of Conneaut Lake to Erie.
The Shenango Line consisted of 44 locks, numbered from south to north. Locks 1 thru 35 were
constructed of cut stone, while 36 thru 44 were of stone walls with wood facing. Lock 10 was a guard lock
located in Sharpsville at a point where canal boats left slackwater to enter the canal channel- the
difference in water level being seven feet. The lock also included the canal channel 108 feet both above
and below the lock.

Lock #10 [Note covered bridge in
background. This was the old Erie RR
track re-routed when Shenango Dam
was built.

On September 12, 1836, a construction contract with canal officials was
signed by Jeremiah Maloney and Abner H. Polley who abandoned the
project. Then on January 10, 1837 a second contract was signed by
Francis McBride and William Stewart, but it too was not uncompleted.
According to a report filed in October by Mr. Whippo, Engineer for the
Shenango Line, timber and stone had been delivered to the Lock 10
site. So, the final contract to complete the project was signed
November 9, 1837 between the canal company and Foreman, Phillips
& Co. , who had previously been contracted to build Lock 11. The total
cost of construction of the project was estimated to be $13,780.25.

The portion of the Shenango Line extending north to Greenville was put in use on July 22, 1840 and
opened to the public on August 23rd. Three more miles were opened the following year, with the entire
line was opened in 1842.
Because of difficulties of construction, criticism of the overall expense
involved, and the limitations of the canal compared to the continuously growing railroads led the state
to abandon the Erie the Conneaut Line was never opened.

Extension. Instead, on August 1, 1843, they turned over the canal, at no cost, to the Erie Canal Company
which had been incorporated by the state for that very purpose. This was a conditional agreement: when
the canal was completed, the company would provide proof of completion to the state, at which time it
would receive the Beaver Division Canal [Beaver through New Castle]. Thus, on December 18, 1844, Erie
Canal Company gave Governor Porter evidence that two boats reached Erie through the canal on December
5th [though some of the construction work was incomplete at the time]. As agreed, on January 10, 1845,
ownership of the Beaver Division Canal was transferred to the company.

The first passenger boats, or packets, on the canal were flat boats 40
feet long and eight feet wide, and very cumbersome, drawn along the
canal by mules on a tow path along the river bank. They averaged only
2-1/2 miles per hour.
When the entire canal was opened, packets of the Reed Line of Erie were
put in operation. These boats had cabins for the crew and also featured
“luxury” passenger accommodations- washing rooms, dressing and sleeping rooms for the ladies, sleeping
room for the men, a large lounging area used as a dining hall, and a game room. Travel along the canal
became faster- five miles per hour- when the tow mules were replaced by three horses, with fresh ones
substituted every ten miles.
Freight liners also made good use of the canal. Although accommodations were rather primitive and
designed for crew only, often times poorer passengers, including immigrants, rode on them. Canal travel
was preferred over an uncomfortable stagecoach or horseback ride.
Revenues for both passenger and freight lines were derived from tolls: passengers paid one-half cent per
mile, and freight haulers paid 1-1/2 cents per mile.

Having received such generous terms from the state when it assumed ownership, Erie Canal Company was
able to maintain operations until 1870 when it was forced to declare bankruptcy. By then the railroad
controlled it and canal travel was rapidly becoming outdated and useless. The company was sold to the Erie

and Pittsburgh Railroad, which leased it to the Pennsylvania which abandoned it in 1871 after the fall of the
Elk Creek Aqueduct in Erie County that same year. The onset of the railroad generation was the sunset of
the canals.
Remains of Lock 10.
Boats would travel
between the
towpath walls of the
Lock.
Below are the left
and right towpath
walls

Just as the development of the canal and Lock 10 marked the opening chapter in the history of Sharpsville,
another more aggressive and progressive chapter was about to begin.
In 1847, a man named General [honorary title] James Pierce came on the scene. His genius stimulated the
coal, iron, railroad, and banking industries in this area, and his keen sense of community supported every
aspect of life in this every-growing town.

We now look at the “Pierce Era”, the years which were the most important phase of the history of
Sharpsville, Pennsylvania, and the man who was instrumental in our being considered part of the greatest
iron, then steel, producing area in the world.

The most prominent and inarguably most important individual who can be credited with the success and
growth of Sharpsville is General James Pierce. One can find very few places in Sharpsville without some
sort of imprint made by General Pierce. Let us look at how it all began.
General Pierce was born September 24, 1810 in Swanzey, Cheshire County,
New Hampshire. He worked on his father’s farm until the age of 21, receiving
in the meantime what limited education country schools of that period
afforded. For two years he worked in the lumber industry, then founded his
own business manufacturing shooks for sugar hogsheads, conveying them to
market down the Connecticut River. In 1839, he married Miss Chloe Holbrook,
also a native of New Hampshire.
James resumed farming soon after his marriage. Then in 1844, he and his
cousin, Jervis Bates, formed a partnership and entered into the mercantile trade
transporting cotton and woolen cloth to Erie County, Pennsylvania. From the
proceeds of their sales, they purchased horses which they took back home with
them. In December, James returned to Erie and Crawford Counties where he stayed all winter, this time
selling clocks. This turned out not to be as lucrative a venture as he hoped because there was little money
in that area at the time. His only assets were $1,000 in Beaver and Erie Canal bonds, for which he could not
obtain interest at Erie, so he exchanged them for an inventory of stoves which he sold for a while. In 1845,
with his mercantile business so promising in this territory, James sold his property in New Hampshire and
re-located to Cranesville, Erie County, Pennsylvania. Some time in late 1846 or the beginning of 1847,
Pierce learned of the successful experiments at the Henry Clay Furnace in Clay Hollow, Hickory Township
in converting from charcoal to block coal fuel for iron-making. His entrepreneurial spirit and unwavering
ambition drove him to move his family to Clarksville that spring, where he was one of the first persons in
Mercer County to engage in the coal mining industry. He shipped coal from this small mine to the growing
market in Erie by way of the Erie and Beaver Canals. However, since this type of business was still in

its infancy in the Shenango Valley, this first venture was only moderately successful. When coal supplies
were exhausted here, Pierce purchased land in Hickory Township and began mining operations there
which proved to be most successful, laying the foundation on which he built an incredible business career
in the industry. [This is also where he built his beloved farmstead, Mount Hickory- still standing and
located on what is now Keel Ridge Road.]
Ever the ambitious and ingenious innovator, the General designed and built a gravity tram system to
convey coal from his Hickory mines to the canal boats. Coal cars were sent down a track, then empty cars
were hauled back by horses/mules. This was considered a major achievement of individual enterprise at
the time; the road was successful, serving its purpose well until it was superseded by the advent of the
railroads- the Sharpsville & Oakland built in 1862 and the Erie & Pittsburgh, built 1864. Pierce played an
active role in construction and had a large financial interest in both railroads. In fact, in the former he was
principal stockholder and president and general manager from the beginning until his death; he was a large
stockholder and director of the latter. These railroads played an indispensable part in the development of
iron, coal, and other industries in this part of the state. Up to the day of his death, General Pierce continued
to be the foremost figure connected with these strategic transportation lines, as well as one of the most
prominent coal operators of western Pennsylvania. Mining operations in the Mt. Hickory area continued
from 1851 until 1871.
It was by fortunate happenstance that Pierce entered the iron business in 1855. With production at his
Hickory mines having reached a point where they were producing more coal than he could sell, Pierce
decided to expand his horizons even further by building blast furnaces in Clarksville. Clarksville, on the
other hand, did not welcome the idea and refused him permission to build. About this time, the Agnew
Furnace [formerly known as the original Blanche Furnace, then after Agnew, “the old Sharpsville”], one of
the customers of the Hickory mines, found itself in financial difficulty and was unable to pay for its coal
deliveries. After negotiating an agreement to settle the coal bill, David and John P. Agnew signed over
ownership of the furnace to Pierce. He re-fitted it with new and updated machinery, and operations
resumed in 1859 as one of the best and most modern furnaces in the valley at the time. This is also where
experimentation with Jackson ore of Lake Superior took place.

When a rich vein of Lake Superior ore was discovered in Michigan, General Pierce went there and purchased
a large ore pit. He ran a railroad spur into his holdings in order to get the ore to a main railroad and then on
to the Old Sharpsville Furnace by way of the canals. When the ore arrived, experiments were conducted at
the furnace succeeding in producing from it, in combination with bituminous coal, a good grade of red short
pig iron which was the first to be manufactured in this country. This new product initiated the revival of
blast furnaces in the Shenango and Mahoning Valleys which drew the attention of furnace men to Lake
Superior ores for the manufacture of the distinctive red short iron.

Over the years, General Pierce expanded his interests to include seven of these nine furnaces: Mount Hickory
#1 and #2; Douglas #1 and #2; Mabel #1 and #2; Spearman #1 and #2; and one called “Shoo Fly”.
All this comprised the General’s mining, manufacturing, and railroad enterprises, but his business ventures
did not stop there. He was also president and principal owner of the Iron Banking Company
of Sharpsville, which he built in 1871 at the corner of Shenango Street and Mercer Avenue.
He was also a stockholder in the Sharon Banking Company.
General Pierce’s high standing as a homeowner and citizen was equally noteworthy. In the
early years of his residency, he became widely known as a scientific farmer and stock-raiser
at Mount Hickory farm, near his Hickory mines, where he built his spacious house and large outbuildings.
This was considered a model country place and “modern” farm utilizing the most scientific agricultural
methods and systems of that time. The farm yielded an abundance of all varieties of fruits and vegetables
suitable for growing in this climate and boasted a
large herd of superior thoroughbred cattle. Pierce
was admired by farmers and stock breeders not
only in this area but throughout the northwestern
part of Pennsylvania.

Undated photo of Mount Hickory

Mt. Hickory as it stands today

General James Pierce was, by nature, a kind and
religious man endowed with keen vision and an
insatiable drive for new business ventures. Yet, he

was most in tune with everything that would benefit the welfare of Sharpsville and its people. He exhibited
a deep interest in education, devoting much personal attention to common schools by making liberal
contributions of land and monies to build the schools, even paying all annual taxes and maintenance costs.
Throughout his life he generously supported various churches in and around Sharpsville. The Baptist
Church was built in 1872 on lots which he donated. His personal religious faith was that of Universalism,
although he never built his own church. It wasn’t until between 1882-1884, in honor of the General’s death,
that his wife Chloe funded construction of the First Universalist Church on his estate facing Mercer
Avenue. Then in 1887-88, the Pierce sons built the church parsonage in honor of their
mother. The church still stands, and on May 29, 2003, was accepted into the National
Register of Historic Places. Currently, it is home to the Sharpsville Historical Society
which maintains a successful and ongoing restoration program in order to accommodate
more public use of the facility.
General Pierce’s civic involvement stretched beyond Sharpsville. He was a leading
member of the Democratic party in this part Pennsylvania and was most influential in
shaping legislation, especially in those areas which most affected his business interests.
Because of his straightforward character and free-thinking approach, he often found
himself at odds with the schemes of common politics and, thus, never actively sought office. He did,
however, accept a nomination for state legislature which ended in defeat. Nevertheless, his broad
usefulness, his unimpeachable character, his generous, charitable and kindly personality, and steadfast
determination to do good for all people garnered him the loyal support of many, no matter their party
affiliation.
General Pierce was a truly remarkable man whose life ended abruptly but one whose accomplishments and
contributions to Sharpsville were almost endless. He touched every life in some way and left a legacy
befitting a man of his integrity, innovation, imagination, and, above all, unwaivering ambition.

One need only to look around town to see evidence even today of General James Pierce’s phenomenal
success. Originally, there was his magnificent mansion which he built on five wooded acres on the north
side of Shenango Street between North Mercer Avenue and Walnut Street. Many of us still remember it.

Much generic information about the Pierce mansion is readily available
from several sources, but perhaps the most interesting is from first-hand
knowledge of Mrs. Anna Garnack Zielke, [aunt of SHS
’64 grad, Mike Garnack] who, at age 16, began working
at the mansion for sisters Ellen Pierce and Cecelia Pomplitz,
the only remaining family. Anna worked for the sisters for
10 years until she left to be married.

In a nostalgic article about Mrs. Zielke [run in The Sharon
Herald on November 21, she recounted how the mansion
rose three stories high with ornate decorative wrought iron
Zielke with
along the roof edges, a tower located at the top center front of the house, and tall pillars along Mrs.daughter,
the edges of the roof- all characteristic of that era. The mansion consisted of 30 rooms, each Ruth Ann Goral
having brick walls, heavy oak woodwork, and 13-18 foot high frescoed ceilings. Mrs. Zielke
recounted, “That house was beautiful inside. You could see your face in the woodwork.” The floors on
the first level were of polished marble and ran from the front door to the kitchen. In every room of the
house there was a marble mantle of a different color. Oriental rugs were placed throughout the
mansion. There was a library where the sisters enjoyed reading. The third floor was a large ballroom,
which had been closed off, where the family had once entertained visitors. One room on the second floor
was a laboratory where younger James, a chemist who lived in Charleston, West Virginia, worked when
he visited Sharpsville.
Mrs. Zielke fondly remembered the Pierces as being very kind and simple people despite their wealth.
They used large sums of their money to help the community, including setting up a special fund for people
who could not afford food or for those in jail.
The mansion is long gone now, as are all the Pierces. However, stories will always be told of the family and
the magnificent structure that was a Sharpsville landmark for many generations. [One very sad note: the
General died without ever having lived in his mansion; Chloe moved in alone when it was completed in 1874. ]

After Chloe died and the last Pierce left Sharpsville, the General’s mansion lay vacant and progressively
deteriorating. Suggestions were made to convert it into a hospital or some other public building because,
according to standards at that time, it was too large to continue as a single residence. None of these plans
were carried out, and, sadly, the mansion was demolished in 1952 to make way for Sharpsville Gardens
public housing which was part of the urban renewal project.
The General’s estate was but one of the residences built by the
the Pierce fortune. The oldest, known as the Pierce House, was
built by the General on Park Way [the street which ran behind
and around Town Park] and later used as a hotel because of
its close proximity to the railroad station. Years later it was
converted into individual apartments and re-named Parkway Apartments .

HOTEL/PARKWAY APARTMENTS– section closer to
Shenango Street

HOTEL/PARKWAY APARTMENTS– section closer to
railroad tracks

←
→
ERIE RAILROAD and
PENNSYLVANIA
RAILROAD STATION
[left: east from Walnut Street –
note Mercer Avenue bridge at
center;
right: east from Mercer Avenue
bridge- note original Jonas Pierce
house upper right]

The next residence, built in 1864, was Jonas Pierce’s first home at the
corner of Shenango and Park Way adjacent to the old Pierce House. In
1868, this house became part of the hotel on Park Way when the General
built Jonas a new house [before building his own estate]. The entire
complex was converted into individual rental apartments until that
block as well as the businesses along Shenango Street were demolished
as part of the 1972 Urban Renewal Project. The site became Sharpsville
Center Plaza.
→
Jonas’s new opulent 16-room Second Empire villa, built in
1868, was located on the northeast corner of Shenango Street
and North Mercer Avenue. It featured architecture indicative
of that era, and was the first of only two Second Empire houses
built in Sharpsville. The second was the General’s mansion
later built diagonally across the intersection.
After Jonas died in 1915, his mansion sat vacant for several years. For a
time it was occupied by the Eckles family. Then, in the early 1940s it was
converted into apartments to house officers from nearby Camp Reynolds
or the Shenango Personnel Replacement Depot. At the end of World
War II, the O’Donnell family occupied the house after which it became
rental apartments, its use up to today. After extensive renovation, the
house was placed on the National Register of
Historic Places.
The last Pierce house was built by Frank in 1870. It is a Queen Anne style, on the
northeast side of Shenango Street, behind the Pierce Opera House. Several years
after Frank’s death in 1931, the house was occupied by the Stahl family. Then a few
years ago, Bill and Nita Jackson, of Houston TX, purchased and refurbished the
residence which they now use as their summer home.

The remarkable life of General Pierce came to an abrupt end at age 64 on December 2, 1874. While Chloe
was in Baltimore buying furniture for their almost completed new mansion, the General was walking
through the house and some how accidentally fell down the steep cellar stairs. He was moved to Mount
Hickory where a week later he succumbed to complications and shock resulting from those. He left behind
his beloved Chloe, who died on August 16, 1886 at age 70, and five sons- Jonas J., twins Walter and Wallace,
Frank, and James B., all of whom followed in their father’s footsteps, maintaining his various enterprises,
and growing into prominent businessmen in their own right within the coal, iron, banking, and railroad
industries.
Eldest son, Jonas J., was born in New Hampshire September 23, 1839. He served in the Civil War, rising
to the rank of captain. After his discharge, he developed the iron interests of his father. He became
manager of Sharpsville Furnace in 1870 and formed James Pierce & Sons; the company reorganized as
Sharpsville Furnace Company in 1882. Jonas died March 3, 1913 in Sharpsville, survived by his wife, the
former Kate Pritzl of Baltimore, and five children.
Twins, Walter and Wallace, born October 19, 1842, also in New Hampshire, worked in their father’s various
businesses. Walter established Sharpsville’s first newspaper, the “Sharpsville Advertiser”, on October 21,
1870, and was also president of the Sharpsville Railroad Company. Due to illness and the added
responsibilities of his involvement in the family’s other business interests, Walter sold the paper in 1894.
He died in 1899 in Sharpsville, leaving his wife and three daughters. Wallace never married. Like his
brothers, he too was deeply involved in the family’s business operations. He had served as a member of
Sharpsville Schools Board of Directors. No date of death was available.
Frank Pierce, born November 10, 1852 in Sharpsville, was also active in the family businesses. His primary
interest was the Iron Banking Company. Soon after his father’s death, Frank became president of the
bank, holding this position through its conversion to First National Bank of Sharpsville until a few years
before his death in 1931. He also served several terms as a school director. His wife, Minnie, and two sons
survived him. [Interesting note: His father-in-law, Amasa Andrews, pulled the first passenger train into Sharpsville.]
The youngest of the Pierce sons, James B., was born in Sharpsville on September 3, 1856. Together with his

brothers Walter and Frank, they formed the Sharpsville Furnace Company, which he managed. He served
as Sharpsville Burgess for a number of years after which he concentrated his efforts on managing and
developing his large real estate holdings in Sharpsville. James died in 1928; he was survived by his wife,
Albertina [Pomplitz] of Baltimore, and two daughters.
When General Pierce came to this area, there was but a handful of homes. His genius stimulated the coal,
iron, railroad, and banking industries; his philanthropic endeavors built schools and churches, and funded
social and civic organizations; his community concern and awareness created an atmosphere that promoted
a way of life in which all Sharpsville residents thrived.
Because of the Pierce family, Sharpsville rapidly became one of the chief centers of the iron and coal
industry in the country, especially this part of Pennsylvania. General Pierce left a remarkable legacy to the
people of Sharpsville and the Shenango Valley. His “footprints” and those of his sons, are obvious in every
corner of our town and many areas far beyond its borders.
An interesting fact: General Pierce is the great-great grandfather of Barbara Bush [maiden name Pierce],
wife of President George H. W. Bush. Jonas Pierce, the General’s eldest son, is her great-grandfather.
Barbara visited Sharpsville in 1982 for the 100th anniversary of the building of the Universalist Church.
From Frederick Clifton Pierce, Esq.’s book, Pierce Geneaology, published in 1882, Barbara Pierce Bush ancestry:
Thomas1 PIERCE 1583-4? – 1666 m. Elizabeth WORTHINGTON b. 1595-6
Thomas2 PIERCE 1618-1683 m. Elizabeth COLE b. 1688
James3 PIERCE 1659-1742 m. bef. 1688 Elizabeth KENDALL 1653-1715
James4 PIERCE 1690-1773 m. (2) BEF. 1711 Phebe UNKNOWN d. 1776
Joshua5 PIERCE 1722-1771 m. (2) 1753 Esther RICHARDSON 1727-1819
James6 PIERCE 1768-1849 m. 1795 Mary STACY 1774-1847
Gen. James7 PIERCE Jr., 1810-1874 m. 1839 Chloe HOLBROOK 1816-1886
Jonas8 PIERCE 1839-1913 m. 1863 Kate PRITZEL 1841-1931
Scott9 PIERCE 1866-aft. 1930 m. 1891 Mabel MARVIN 1869-193?
Marvin10 PIERCE 1893-1969 m. (1) 1918 Pauline ROBINSON 1869-1949
Barbara11 PIERCE 1925- m. George Herbert Walker BUSH, President, USA 1927George Walker BUSH 1946- m. 1977 Laura WELCH 1946-

This article is from The Sharon Herald issue of January
18, 1943 reporting the death of James B. Pierce, Jr.,
Grandson of General and Mrs. James Pierce and son of
their youngest son, James B. [Albertina] Pierce.
Classmate Gail Nitch Hanes’ aunt [Jeanne Sabo
Hornyak, 1953 SHS grad] reminisced about going to
school with and playing in the mansion as a child with
Nancy Pierce [beginning in 4th or 5th grade], and being
part of “The Nature Group” of girls who learned an
appreciation of nature from Nancy’s great-aunt Cissy
[Cecelia Pomplitz, sister of James’ wife Albertina] and
Ellen Pierce, her grandmother. The group met once a
week in the enclosed porch of the mansion. Chairs
would be set up in the center of the room for class, then
at the end of the session, the girls would adjourn outside
to the grounds to see how many of the flowers, trees,
leaves, birds, etc. they could identify. “The ladies were
wonderful”, remembers Jeanne. “We were allowed to
walk freely through the lower floor of the mansion to the
sun room but were never allowed on the second floor.
Now that I know her father had a laboratory there; it
makes sense. It was such a beautiful house.”

Jeanne always wondered about Nancy’s slight southern
drawl but never questioned it. The answer came as we
learned a little more about the family. Until her father’s
death, Nancy and the family lived in Charleston, West
Virginia, then came to Sharpsville [1943-45] where she
was cared for by Cecelia and Ellen. Circumstances
surrounding her coming to Sharpsville are rather
obscure. She attended school until her sophomore or
junior year when she moved away again.

The final resting place for many members of the Pierce family is RIVERSIDE CEMETERY, which occupies
the hillside quadrant of land on the east side of South Mercer Avenue- bounded on the north by the
Shenango River, on the east by Hickory Township, and on the west and south by the Borough of
Sharpsville. The cemetery was organized, through the efforts of General Pierce, on April 5, 1872 for the
residents of Sharpsville and vicinity. It is then most appropriate that the Pierce family plot sits prominently
atop the knoll clearly visible from Mercer Avenue. Ironically, it was but a little more than two years later
when General Pierce would be among the first to be buried in the cemetery he helped establish.

The memorial stone of General Pierce [note the carving of the General on the stone] is surrounded by those of his
sons and other family members as well as a number of members of the community who, in their own ways,
made significant contributions to the development of Sharpsville.

Many of our parents and grandparents, and perhaps even some of us in later years, earned a substantial
living working at the predecessors and successors of Shenango Furnace. As children, we recall that familiar
brilliant orange glow in the night sky and the air permeated by the iron-infused smell when the furnaces
were “casting”. Many a new home was purchased with those earnings; many a college education was
made possible by those earnings; schools were remodeled and/or built; businesses flourished; churches and
social and civic organizations thrived. Most important, however, was the way of life made possible because
of the success of the furnaces. And we are among those fortunate enough to have lived in those times.
Much has been written about the advent and subsequent success of blast furnaces and pig iron production
in Sharpsville and the impact the industry had on our small town and the entire eastern part of the country.
While we place emphasis on Sharpsville as the heart of the iron-making industry and General James Pierce
as the guiding force, the industry itself flourished throughout this part of the state and the country.
Pierce’s innovative leadership revolutionized the new-found industry locally and was recognized and
improved upon by his counterparts throughout the state and beyond. When he died, it was rumored that
General Pierce planned to build a steel mill but had not set the complete plan in motion. Though this was
an unfulfilled dream, it must be acknowledged that what started out as a cottage industry in Sharpsville,
under Pierce’s leadership and imagination, became the biggest industry not only in the county but
eventually the entire country under the guidance of equally brilliant innovators. For us, however, credit for
the success of Sharpsville and its pig iron industry will always be attributed to General James Pierce.
For purposes of brevity, we have not included the entire history and development of the blast furnaces and
iron-making industry in Sharpsville. It is recommended that you visit the Sharpsville Historical Society or
their website, or access any number of internet resources available for more in-depth accounts of how the
industry began in our small town, expanded throughout the country, and grew into a world-wide
enterprise, thanks to the ingenuity and practical ambition of General Pierce. Instead, following are photos
of some of the old furnaces and a few photos of what the entire Shenango Furnace site looks like today.

3 Shenango furnaces
operating
[circa 1910]

Valley Mold & Iron
[foreground]

Old Sharpsville Furnace
[middle distance]
Shenango Furnaces
[on left hill]
[circa 1910]

Spearman Furnace [1894]

Old Sharpsville Furnace

Shenango Furnace 1874 - 1974

Claire Furnace [1894]

Mable Furnace [between 7th & 10th Streets] [1894]

Blast Furnace #3

#3 Furnace Casting House

Landscape where all the Shenango blast furnaces once stood
[now home to DSF Slag Company]

[all photos taken 07-22-13 from parking lot where Shenango, Inc. administrative offices stood]

Last buildings remaining of the original
Shenango Furnace complex

Office where Shenango workers clocked in and
out for their shifts

Sharpsville was quite a railroad town by 1872 when John W. Jackson, a tinner, arrived from New
Wilmington. He worked for several years in a tin shop until fate, in the form of railroad engineers, stepped
in to change his life. In those days, engineers were required to provide their own oiling cans. Knowing that
Jackson was one of the best tinners, engineers coming into town on the various railroad lines asked him to
make new oilers for them. These cans became so popular and demand so high that at times the men had to
wait several weeks to get them. Those oilers became the “talk of the [rail]road” across the nation.
By 1891, and after a number of experiments, Mr. Jackson came up with his final design which he patented
and began manufacturing in what was an old cold storage plant. He later built a shop located on North
Mercer Avenue around the corner from the original Odd Fellow Temple at the corner of Mercer Avenue
and Shenango Street.
Jackson made all his cans by hand, doing the greater part of the work
himself. Because of his intense dislike of inferior materials and workmanship, he preferred to keep other interests out of his business by
manufacturing on a small scale rather than to meet demand. He would
purchase only the very best raw materials money could buy, and was
content to manufacture only as many cans as could be produced under
his direct supervision.

Tin shop on southwest side of Mercer
Avenue just south of Mercer/Shenango
intersection.

Throughout his 33 years in business, John Jackson never advertised his cans nor did he ever ask anyone to
buy them; they basically sold themselves through word of mouth among the railroad men, with orders
received daily from across the nation. Although, at that time, this was the smallest industry in town and
employed the fewest number of people, the famous Jackson oiler did more to advertise Sharpsville
nationally than any other article produced here or in any other town of similar size in America.

The famous

JACKSON SELF-CLOSING ENGINE OILERS
John W. Jackson designed his unique oiler using a
valve applied to the spout which regulates the supply
of oil by means of a thumb piece above the handle of
the can. The valve opens only when pressure is
applied to the thumb piece allowing for cleaner
application and preventing oil waste. The oiler
comes in various sizes and spout lengths making it
adaptable for all uses of an oil can.
After Jackson’s death in 1926, his son carried on the business for another 20+ years in the same
location. Jackson and his wife are buried in Riverside Cemetery near the Pierce family on the knoll facing
Mercer Avenue.
John Jackson made yet another contribution to the history of Sharpsville, albeit unknowingly, when in 1903
he built his “Queen Anne cottage-style” home on Mercer Avenue [across from what is now Mertz Tower]
using mail- order plans he purchased from Radford Architectural Co. After Jackson’s death, the house was
converted into apartments, some occupied by teachers in Sharpsville schools. The home remained in the
Jackson family until 1981 when Frank Robinson [also a teacher in Sharpsville ] and his wife, Connie,
purchased it from Jackson’s daughter and restored it back to a single-family home
again using the original blueprints and detailed specifications, including how the
the paint was mixed and the kind of nails used.
The first floor is made up of a foyer, living room, bathroom, kitchen, dining room,
and study. Upstairs are three bedrooms and a second bathroom which had been
added during the 1930s. Three porches at the rear of the house were also restoredtwo on either end and a sun porch in the middle. All lighting fixtures in the house
are original.

We already know that our town was originally named “Sharpsburg” by James Sharp, and the name had to
be changed to “Sharpsville” because there already was a Sharpsburg in Allegheny County. What many
residents may not know is that the first mail received in town on March 23, 1864 was addressed to
“Sharpsville Furnace”. This designation changed at the same time discussions of incorporating the town
were initiated. Thus, it was on February 21, 1871 that our postal address officially became “Sharpsville”.

In early 1871 discussions among town officials and residents began regarding the incorporation of
Sharpsville as an official borough. A lengthy letter published in the February 22, 1871 edition of the town’s
newspaper, The Advertiser, endorsed the separation of Sharpsville from Hickory Township.
However, during the next three years, several controversies over the incorporation ensued until Judge
Maxwell issued a decree on May 21, 1874 granting the petition to incorporate and fixing the date for the
first election of borough officials as June 8, 1874. [As a side note: In 1873, while the incorporation was being debated,
a bill was brought before the Legislature to change the name to Iron City; the measure was defeated.]

The history and growth of Sharpsville can be traced by looking at the streets in town. We know the oldest
part of Sharpsville is the north [lower] end of Mercer Avenue on the south side of the Shenango River.
From maps, even as late as the Civil War, the town barely extended south of the old Sharpsville tracks with
the residential area growing up behind the business section; these are the oldest streets of Sharpsville.
James Sharp’s original deeds of sale mention only Canal Street and Mercer Avenue, then known as Mercer-

h 20 buildings [not including the furnaces]. Further south of where the Sharpsville Railroad later ran stood
the old Methodist Church. The main business center of town was located on the east side of Mercer Avenue
[then referred to as Mercer-Hartford Road]. The map on the left shows no street names yet there are
several shown, all of which were north of the old Sharpsville tracks.

1860

General James Pierce had a major impact on the rapid growth of Sharpsville after the civil war. At the top
of the hill south of the original small business area near the river, he created a new business district
centered around the intersection of what became Mercer Avenue and Shenango Street. As businesses and
the town continued to grow, so did the need for more housing, which led to newer residential areas along
Shenango Street and on Baptist Hill. Additional lots the General laid out farther south up to the cemetery
on Mercer Avenue were not developed until much later.
Streets in this newer part of town were named in two ways: some bore names of trees- Hickory, Locust,
Cedar, Maple, Walnut, Cherry. Others were indicative of their locations: Shenango Street was the main
east-west street, taking its name from the river within whose bend the town lies. Church Street was named
from the Baptist Church which was built in 1872 on lots donated by General Pierce- the church, in turn,
gave Baptist Hill its name. Prospect and High Streets were so named because they were the highest part of
town and offered the broadest view. Bridge Street was laid out later; it led to the upper river bridge not far
from the old canal lock. East Shenango Street and Baptist Hill were considered the choice residential
districts thus leading to the town park being located there and how Parkway Apartments was named.

The section of land west of Walnut Street was included in the Milliken subdivision. Several north and
south streets were numbered rather than named. The first street west of Walnut became First Street and
continued through to 5th. Since it was assumed that the street lying at the foot of the hill would replace
Mercer Avenue as the town’s major thoroughfare, it became Main Street. The street south of this, running
along the top of the hill, was named Ridge Avenue. The next street to the south became Pierce Avenue, for
the Pierce family. And the street above that was named Milliken Avenue, for Dr. John H. Milliken.
With the main growth of the town leading westerly toward Sharon,
land in the Strawbridge section was added with the north-south streets
being numbered from 7th through 11th. Main Street, Ridge Avenue,
and Pierce Avenue were extended farther to the west. This area of town
grew so rapidly that by 1892 it became necessary to build a new grade
school at Seventh Street. Prior to then, students attended the Mercer
Avenue building [Deeter].
Growth of the town expanded west
which led to the annexation of the Knight section, with Ridge and Pierce
being extended through to the Sharon line. Main Street, however, was not
extended because it ran too close to the railroad and the
river. Names continued from 12th thru 18th, with some
some of the other streets being named Penn Avenue,
Hall Avenue, and Ashton Avenue. [A portion of this
area was built up by the Westinghouse Corporation,
for the convenience of the employees.]
The east end of Sharpsville was formerly known as “Irish Town” for the number of Irish
settlers who came here from County Mayo. Mercer Avenue and Walnut Street were both
extended through this section, which led to some confusion since these streets intersect;
the one through then Pine Hollow to Mercer was Walnut Street, not Mercer Avenue.

New streets laid out became Twitmyer Avenue, named for Dr. J. H. Twitmyer, and Covert Avenue, named
for the Covert family.
Between the east end of town and the Strawbridge addition was the most
recently developed part of Sharpsville which extends to Buhl Park [at that
time Buhl Farm]. The new streets here included Martin Avenue, Mayfield
Road, Hazen Road, Coleman Avenue, Pryde Avenue, Quarry Street [which
was believed to have been named for the old quarry], and Oak Street. They
were named for local families but followed no particular order.
The end of World War II signaled the growing need for new housing.
Through a combination of the federal government’s “G.I.” program
and local financing, new development began in an area which was
almost a simple square going westerly from Mercer Avenue to 10th
Street and from Hazen Road northerly to Milliken Avenue. Some of
the street names are Koehler Drive, Woodland Road, Charles Street,
and extensions of the north-south numbered streets as well- 3rd, 4th,
7th, 8th, 9th. Homes were generally one-story with attached garages on
lots having frontages from 65 to 100 or more feet, a reflection of the
times and much unlike other areas of town where multiple-story homes were more common.
As one drives through Sharpsville, the growth of the town is most visible in the changes in architectural
styles not only of homes but of the various businesses sprinkled throughout town - from the plaza where
the old Parkway Apartments once stood; to the housing project which replaced the spectacular Pierce
mansion; to the high-rise apartment building built on the old footprints of the Deeter Building; to the new
and modern businesses which line the streets.

This may not be our “old Sharpsville” but it’s still OUR SHARPSVILLE.

The very first telephone poles arrived in Sharpsville in 1887; the construction crew boarded
at the Pierce House. In August that year, a central office was established in the corner room on the first
floor of the frame building located at Shenango and Park Way. It was leased from Jonas Pierce and was
occupied jointly with the Western Union Telegraph Company. In January 1888 eight telephones were
placed into service using a magneto switchboard. By 1900, that number increased to 125. A new manual
common battery switchboard replaced the original in 1925, and by May 1937 dial equipment replaced the
manual switchboard service.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
With transportation becoming increasingly important, the Street Car Company secured a
franchise in the Borough in August of 1892, and on September 12th it was accepted by the Shenango Valley
Street Railway Company. This gave the company the right to construct and operate an electric railway.
Since paved streets did not come along until much later, it was necessary for construction crews to lay a
ballast of gravel, broken stone or slag along the entire route – all quite an undertaking at the time. The
electric streetcar remained Sharpsville’s mass transit system for almost 50 years.
Pictured here is electric trolley car No. 1 at the end of the
line in Sharpsville, with the Pierce mansion at right. The
company and its successors eventually connected towns
from Sharpsville through Sharon to West Middlesex. In
1901, an interurban line was completed from Youngstown
to Sharon, which ran until 1939 when the street cars were
replaced by motor buses. When service was discontinued,
Sharpsville was without public mass transportation until
other communities established a new system.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Initially the furnaces provided adequate lighting at night because the tops were open.
However, when the furnaces were “out of blast”, though not all at the same time, there was little or no light.
Eventually, as the furnaces were rebuilt and modernized, they were capped, thus eliminating the town’s
night-time light source. Although no details are available, it is known that some time in the early 1880s,
Sharpsville’s main business section had kerosene street lamps, but there were none in the rest of the town.
By 1897, street lights became a necessity in the entire Borough. That is when Council approved installation
of gasoline or kerosene street lights [gas lights were not available until after 1900]. These were used until
the Sharpsville Electric Light Company was established.
The history here begins with the original power plant built by the furnace company after capping the
furnaces. It was located on Sixth Street where the garages of Shenango Furnace once stood, approximately
20 yards from the spur leading in from the Pennsylvania Railroad. Its purpose was to provide light for the
Alice, Mabel, Spearman, Perkins and Claire furnaces. It was a crude system which frequently failed to
function properly, but it did provide some light to the townsfolk.
When the depression occurred, the electric station began operating at a loss because of the high cost of
producing electricity and maintenance of the equipment. In came the Robinson brothers- Scott, Charley,
Will, Harry- with an offer to the furnace owners and stockholders to purchase the plant. Once the sale was
approved and complete, the brothers voted the furnace owners out of office and themselves into office,
incorporated their holdings, and formed the Sharpsville Electric Company. The furnace owners guaranteed
they would buy their electric power from the new company. SEC installed alternating generators and
boilers for their plant and built up the number of open arc lights to 100. They had no meters so usage by
the furnace company was pro-rated and charged by the month.
Meanwhile, Sharpsville’s need for street lights came about, so in 1897, the Robinson brothers signed a
contract with Sharpsville Borough to install 13 incandescent street lights on the main streets, thus bringing
“modern” lighting to town.
Sharpsville Electric Company was eventually sold to Youngstown Consolidated Co. to avoid competition
when, and not if, this company would have established a power line into Sharpsville.

Construction for Sharpsville’s water system also began in 1897, after two $14,000 bond
issues were approved by the residents. At its completion in 1898, approximately 150 homes were serviced
with the water used primarily for sprinkling rather than in the homes because most had water wells.
Billing was on a flat rate basis until 1911 when the meter system was adopted.
With post-World War II new business and residential growth taking place by 1951, the Pennsylvania
Economy League conducted a survey which determined that deep wells were no longer adequate to supply
the needs of the Borough. PEL recommended building a completely new production system using water
taken from the Shenango River. Sharpsville Council approved the study and authorized the sale of bonds
under a local Water Authority. New stand-by tanks were built as demand increased; old lines were
replaced in the distribution system. An official dedication of the new public water system was held in 1953.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
One of the last major infrastructure elements to come to Sharpsville was natural gas.
Over the years, many townspeople were interested in its advantages and had considered ways and means
of obtaining it. There was even a time when Pierce Brothers was granted a franchise to construct a gas
manufacturing plant, but it never happened because when they considered the overall cost of a plant
compared to the high price at which the gas would sell, they determined it would not be a wise investment.
Nevertheless, strong interest in establishing natural gas service in Sharpsville continued until Charles
Runningbrew took it upon himself to compose and then circulate a petition among Sharpsville residents
requesting Oil City Fuel Supply Company [consolidated a number of times over the years into what is
presently National Fuel Gas Supply Company] to supply the community with gas. It was subsequently
approved by the company which began laying pipe in town in the fall of 1902 and spring of 1903.
At the time service began, Sharpsville had a population of approximately 3500; the gas company had 138
customers the first year. The very first customer was Harry Thompson who lived on Walnut Street. The
first gas fitter and meter reader for the company was Claire Shannon, former hardware dealer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Many changes and improvements have been made since all this happened. This overview is a brief look
back at how/why things were the way they were by the time we all came along.

In the spirit of gratitude and recognition of their sacrifice, a special memorial committee comprised of then
Burgess George Mahaney, Mead Clark, Alfred Laycock, John E. Joyce, A. W. Bombeck, Paul Borthwick Tom
Wilson, George Hittle, James Black, and J. H. Rickard began work on selecting a suitable memorial to the
fallen military and medical personnel of the community.
In January 1930, after receiving contributions from the community, the committee made their choice- a huge
boulder from the Wishart Farm which would be placed in a prominent and permanent location in Town
Park. Work began moving the boulder by sled to the Sharpsville and New Wilmington Railroad which ran
parallel to the farm. Here it was loaded onto a flat car and transported to Sharpsville, arriving on March 4,
1930. Estimated at approximately 26 tons, the rock was placed at the southwestern side of the park on
April 30th by contactor A. W. Bombeck. The bronze plate attached to it was designed by Mathews Co. of
Pittsburgh, and reads:
On May 29, 1930, S. C. Foster and Watson Rood, Civil War veterans, officially
unveiled and dedicated Memorial Rock; the ceremony was hailed as the finest
event ever held in Sharpsville. A parade followed the dedication, and several
thousand people gathered near the Legion Home where flood lights illuminated
the streets. At the close of a special program, the Sharpsville Rifle Squad fired a
“Salute to the Dead”. The Sharon, Greenville, and Grove City Bugle and Drum
corps provided the music.
Although Town Park has changed from our childhood, Memorial Rock remains
in the same location as a reminder of those to whom it was first dedicated and to
all who have served valiantly in times of need to this day.

Who of us could ever forget how very special Christmas was during our youngest
years growing up in Sharpsville? Our home town was, and still is, the ONLY
town around here where Santa Claus visits each child right before Christmas. He
even knows their names and ages! He arrives with his pack full of popcorn balls
and sometimes even an “early” present, with a reminder- “don’t forget to go to
bed early on Christmas Eve so I can deliver the rest of your presents”. How awestruck we were to think that Santa made a special visit to us. Little did we know
then just how Santa came to make those visits.
It all began in 1943 when George Mahaney Jr., a Sharpsville attorney, asked his
friend Sid Owen to ”play Santa” for his children. Well, Sid was such a big hit with
Mahaney’s children that he was asked by neighbors to drop in to visit their homes
as well that night. The following year, both he and George dressed in the red suits
and visited even more homes. By 1947-48 there were so many homes and children to visit, Mr. Mahaney
recruited members of the Sharpsville Service Club to assume “Santa duty”, which began our town’s most
beloved tradition. This year [2014] marks 71 consecutive years that Service Club members dress in their red
and white suits and, with the help of their special “elves”, scatter throughout the Borough on December
23rd bringing smiles and the Christmas spirit to the children and their families. And they are all volunteers!
Of course, all this does not just happen; it requires extensive organizational work behind the scenes well
before the holiday season. Routes must be designated and mapped out with house numbers; a timetable
must be established, and most importantly, Santas must be confirmed, with “elves” assigned to help each
one. The afternoon/early evening of the big day, the men gather inside “Santa’s headquarters” to begin the
transformation from citizen to Santa: sitting in the make-up chair while white cream is smudged into

their eyebrows and blush is rolled onto their pink cheeks; putting on their “Santa hair and beard”, and last
but not least, donning the famous red and white suit with the big black belt and special black boots- black
liners with fur around the top [have to keep their feet warm for all the walking they’ll be doing]. When
everyone is suited up and the room is wall to wall Santas, it gets a little loud when they begin to belt out
their “HO! HO! HO!”. They swap stories of past Christmases and the children they’ve met, especially those
little ones who ask Santa the tough questions. They have to be ready to answer unique and oftentimes
surprising questions from the children without missing a beat; after all, Santa knows everything. They also
must be prepared to run the full gamut of emotions depending on family circumstances- from the happiest
to the very saddest and neediest.
As children, most of us were unaware of how the entire process worked. We were told that Santa might
make a “special visit” to make sure we’re being good and to remind us to go to bed early on Christmas Eve
so he could deliver all our presents while we were asleep. What we didn’t know was that in order for
“Santa” to know which homes to visit, porch lights were turned on - to light his way. Then there would be
a lot of whispering among the adults [about what we had no clue] in anticipation of Santa’s arrival.
Meanwhile, at some homes a note would be taped to the front door with the names and ages of the
children in the family, along with any early presents Santa was to give. Santa’s helper would quietly
retrieve the note and put the gifts in Santa’s pack. Then, the sound of sleigh bells would fill the air as Santa
approached with his hearty “Ho! Ho! Ho!”. What treasured times those were!
And the tradition continues every Christmas season from one generation to the next. Even families who
don’t live in Sharpsville gather at a relative’s home so their children can experience that magical moment
when Santa calls them by name and they sit on his lap one more time right before Christmas. Even as
adults, we still look forward to Santa’s annual visit too. Now it’s extra special because we share it with not
only our children but our grandchildren and perhaps even great-grandchildren.
Sharpsville is transformed into a truly magical place every Christmas thanks to this extraordinary group of
people whose dedication to the tradition of Santa visiting every home will continue far into the future.
Thank you Sharpsville Service Club members and helpers! [Donations to their cause are always welcome.]

When we were young, one of the biggest treats we all looked forward to was a coffee stir at Cricks’
Pharmacy which stood at the southeast corner of Mercer Avenue and Shenango Street. Do you remember
the wooden floor creaking under your feet? And how about those special miniature oak and twisted iron
tables and chairs where we’d sit and enjoy that luscious treat? Ahh…those were among our care-free days!
But did you ever wonder how the coffee stir came to be? Who created the special fountain drink that
delighted generations of folks near and far? Wonder no more…here’s the history of “Sharpsville’s Coffee
Stir”:

It all started at the drug store, opened in 1915 by Frederick K. “Skip” Reichard, at the corner of Mercer
Avenue and Shenango Street. It’s not certain just when the soda fountain was installed, although it isas
thought to have been some time in the mid-1920s. Tommy Guyton was the “soda jerk”, and may be the
very person who created the coffee stir from an idea inspired by Skip’s wife, Alice Gertrude Knapp
Reichard, and her special coffee syrup. Best evidence leads to this conclusion.
Apparently, in what may have been an effort to clear floor space in the pharmacy, Gert decided to create a
syrup from all the sacks of sugar and coffee piled there. Using a large glass funnel, she dripped strong
coffee on the white cane sugar then placed it in containers for later use. She continued making the syrup at
home until shortly before her death in 1953.
It is suspected that somewhere along the way, Tommy may have experimented with a combination of
vanilla ice cream, the coffee syrup, and soda water. This was a unique taste, and the drink became an
instant hit with patrons of the soda fountain. Word quickly spread, and folks flocked to Sharpsville just to
get a “coffee stir”. It was then and has remained our town’s most unique claim to fame.

Gert Reichard sold the pharmacy to Graaf Oberrender “Obie” Cricks in 1952. Obie continued the tradition
of dispensing those wonderful coffee stirs even when he built his new pharmacy on the opposite corner of
the Mercer/Shenango intersection. Sadly, Cricks’ Phamarcy closed its soda fountain, and for a while in the
1980s, the newsstand in the plaza served coffee stirs. Now, they are no longer available in Sharpsville.
Want to make your own? Here’s the recipe for the coffee syrup, handed down through generations of the
Knapp family :

2 lbs. coffee; 12 lbs. sugar; 1 egg; 1-1/2 gal. water.
Break egg in dry coffee and blend. Boil 1 gallon water. Add coffee. When it begins to boil, add sugar and
remaining half gallon water and let come to boil again. Cool and refrigerate.
You can cut down on all ingredients- except for the egg- to make a much smaller amount, but there is a
much easier way to achieve the same result:
Mix 1-1/2 cups water with 2-1/2 cups sugar in a saucepan and bring to a boil. Mix 1 cup instant coffee with
enough water to make a paste. Combine the paste with the sugar syrup until completely incorporated.
Store in refrigerator. [Gee, that’s a whole lot simpler!]
To make a coffee stir:
In a blender, place 2 tablespoons coffee syrup, 2 or 3 scoops vanilla ice cream, and a couple tablespoons of
club soda. Blend, continuing to add club soda one teaspoon at a time until mixture becomes thick and
smooth.
The Corral, on Route 18 just past Donofrio’s grocery store, makes their version of the “coffee stir” today, but
most folks think it’s just not quite the same as what we got at Cricks’ Pharmacy. And, although identified
with Sharpsville for years in formulary manuals for soda fountain operators, no other was similar to the
original coffee stir. It just shows that although Sharpsville’s coffee stir can be imitated, it can not be
completely duplicated.
It’s just a unique Sharpsville “thing”!

Back in its heydays of the 1950s, what would a Saturday have been without going to a matinee at our RITZ
THEATER? Westerns…thrillers...”monster movies”…and, of course, the ever-popular serial adventures of
the Lone Ranger and Tonto or Lash LaRue or Hopalong Cassidy. Those were the days!
First stop on arrival at the Ritz was the snack counter, of course, where we’d have the toughest decision of
all to make- which candy did we want- Goobers, Jujubes, Junior Mints, Sno Caps, Good & Plenty, Milk
Duds, Dots, Crows, Necco Wafers…there was what seemed like an endless selection. The one item that was
a must was the popcorn. After all, what’s a movie without popcorn?!

Unlike the movie theaters of today, once we sat down, we didn’t get just a few previews and the main
feature. For only a pittance [which seemed like a small fortune to us back then], we got a cartoon and
maybe a travelogue, and, of course, always there was the RKO/Universal Newsreel- six or seven short
news stories, one to two minutes in length, covering world events, politics, sports, fashion, entertainment,
and more. This was followed by what we waited for all week- the next episode in the current serial
adventure.
Then came the feature film. Remember being afraid to go to sleep after watching the original “Invasion of
the Body Snatchers”? Or how about sitting on the edge of your seat watching “The Fly”, “The Incredible
Shrinking Man”, “Attack of the 50-Foot Woman”, or “Godzilla”, “House on Haunted Hill”. Or “The Blob”
with Steve McQueen? Then, there were the big western movies of the 50s- “The Searchers” and “Rio
Bravo” with John Wayne; “Gunfight at the OK Corral”, “Young Guns”, and we can’t forget “Old Yeller”.

Sci Fi movies in those days seem rather tame compared to those of today. Still, we were mesmerized by the
futuristic “Forbidden Planet” and “20,000 Leagues Under the Sea”.

There were the fun movies too- musicals like “South Pacific”, the “Gidget” series, the “Tammy” movies
with Debbie Reynolds and Sandra Dee, and let us not forget the latest rage- Elvis Presley movies; adventure
flicks such as “Moby Dick”; the intrigue of Jimmy Stewart in “Rear Window”and “Vertigo”. There were
also more serious features like “Ben Hur” and “On the Beach”.
The Ritz was a very small theater compared to most, only 370 seats, but we were always treated to the
latest releases of the best movies. There was a showing every night and a matinee on Saturday.

How many of you know that it was owned by Charles Gable, uncle of actor Clark Gable? It’s true. He
opened the theater in 1924, just in time for Sharpsville’s Golden Anniversary, in the building at the corner of
Main Street and 1st Street which originally included two store fronts- Harry Solomon’s confectionary and
Mrs. Carnes’ millinery. By the time we all came along, both businesses had closed but the Ritz was THE
place in Sharpsville for quality cinematic entertainment. It was described at the time as being a most
modern and up-to-date facility and completely fireproof.
Mr. Gable, who also owned the Gable Theater in Sharon, is remembered for “his diamond rings and
powerful hoarse voice”. He operated the Ritz until 1940 when, because of ill health, he turned over
management to Andy Seamon, who subsequently purchased the theater in 1950 to settle Mr. Gable’s estate.
Seamon continued operating the theater until its closing in 1965. Some thirty years later, on July 11, 1995,
the building collapsed; the only reminder of its existence is the foundation which can still be seen.
Although the Ritz was one of the most popular places in
Sharpsville, to date no photographs have been found of
the theatre, inside or out. The best we can offer for this
presentation is a photo of what remains of its foundation.
Should any photos of this beloved piece of Sharpsville’s
history surface in the future, they would be given to the
Sharpsville Historical Society for preservation and proud
display.

[Photo 09-09-13]

NOW THAT WE KNOW THE HISTORY
OF
SHARPSVILLE….

LET’S TAKE A “WALK” THROUGH
TOWN
VIA THE CAMERA LENS…
YESTERDAY
AND
TODAY

Our pictorial tour of Sharpsville begins with photos of the old iron bridge that once connected Sharpsville
to South Pymatuning Township. This area around the river, the bridge, and the original mills was the very
“heart” of Sharpsville as founded by James Sharp.
Originally, the only way into Sharpsville from the Township was by the Mercer Avenue bridge across the
Shenango River. When it became unsafe for traffic, a new concrete bridge with steel guard rails was built at
what was then the end of Walnut Street, and dedicated November 22, 1986. The old bridge was demolished
and the end of Mercer Avenue closed.

←↓ The old…and the new ↓

Note the feed mill to the left of the bridge in both photos.

High Street intersects with Walnut just across the bridge.
Second Baptist Church is the white building at right.

GOING IN TO TOWN [over the old bridge]we travel south on Mercer Avenue…
Just across the bridge on the northeast side of the railroad track and along the south bank of the
Shenango River stands the feed mill.

↑ THEN

DIEFENDERFER & SON FEED MILL

NOW ↑

Canal Street, which runs along the south side of the feed mill, and Furnace Street are the first and
second streets to the east off Mercer Avenue. Furnace Street connects with Canal which has been
developed into an industrial area and loops around to intersect with High Street Extension.

On the west side of Mercer Avenue on the other
side of the railroad tracks and at its intersection
with Canal Street is where James Sharp built his
home. It was torn down many years ago.
In this undated photo, note the simplicity of Sharp’s
home in contrast to those constructed by the Pierce
family.

A little further south, Mercer Avenue intersects with High
Street which was extended eastward to allow easier access to
the Shenango Dam after it was built.
Before we continue up the hill on Mercer, we make a left turn
onto High Street Extension for a quick side excursion to
Shenango Dam and Lake.
The southwest corner of High and Mercer was the location of
the first one-room school built in 1847 by James Sharp.

Still in the same location, today the old school
is a private residence.

…as we make the left turn on to High
Street Extension from Mercer Avenue…
at the corner is HIGH STREET PUB &
GRILL;
a little further east, across from the log
cabin, is THELMA’S SPORTS NOOK.

Along the river is
SHARPSVILLE
RECREATION
PARK
and the historic
ERIE EXTENSION
CANAL
LOCK #10

SHARPSVILLE AREA RECREATION PARK – ERIE CANAL LOCK #10
The park was created in 1987 and has become a major attraction in Sharpsville.
Commemorative
marker,
sponsored by
the
Pennsylvania
Department of
Community
Affairs
Bond
Department, at
the entrance to
the park.

The entrance to
Lock #10 is the
beginning of a
nostalgic walking
path, part of the
Shenango River
Trail. It follows
through the Lock
and
into
the
woods for a short
distance.
Current photos of the well-preserved 100-year old
remnants of Lock #10 and towpath along the
riverbank .
Deterioration of
some
of
the
stone has made
it necessary to
reconstruct some
of the walls.
However, much
of the stone is
still original.

Scenic overlook along the river just
before the entrance to Lock #10 and
the towpath.

RAISCH LOG CABIN
[part of Recreation Park]
This little known piece of our local history has been
preserved and is currently situated in the front corner of the
park.
Now known as the Raisch Log Cabin, the one-room pioneer
era cabin, believed to have been built in 1840, was discovered
in 1978 inside a house on East State Street in Sharon [current
location of PNC Bank across from Kraynak’s] which was
being torn down to make way for the new bank. The house
had been built around the cabin.
Through the generosity and efforts of Dr. Frederick J. Raisch,
the Mercer County Historical Society relocated and restored
the cabin. It was first moved to Buhl Farm Park property on
Tenth Street where restoration took place. However, that
property was later sold to developers, and the structure was
moved to its present location in the park.
It is now used for various community programs in summer
months and is one of Mercer County’s oldest existing
structures.
Now- on to the dam. Crossing the bridge, one gets another
view of the remains of the Lock. Following is a look at
yesteryear and today.

The original train trestle [foreground] and KELLY ROAD BRIDGE [background] spanned the Shenango River.
The children are pictured at SANDY BEACH, a popular swimming “hole” for many years.
Westbound lane of Kelly Road Bridge is now
closed to traffic; the railroad trestle has been
removed.
Kelly Road extends to SHENANGO DAM
AND LAKE and winds thru MAHANEY
RECREATION AREA to the observation platform overlooking
the dam and to the boat launch and upper and lower picnic areas.

↑ THEN

SANDY BEACH

NOW ↓

Sandy Beach now a favorite spot of
fishermen.
We now proceed to the dam and lake...

SHENANGO DAM/SHENANGO RIVER LAKE – “BLESSING” AND “CURSE”
Before moving along, let’s look at the history of the dam…
From the time valley towns were founded along the Shenango River, one of the greatest fears was the
possibility of major flooding, especially in some areas. It was almost inevitable that extraordinary rainfall
upstream would result in disaster locally. Hardest hit was usually Sharon, with flood waters rising on
East State Street as high as Railroad Street [just below the old Wave Restaurant]. The city suffered many
millions of dollars in business as well as personal losses due to the flooding.
In the early 1960s, and as authorized by the Flood Control Acts of 1938, Shenango Dam/Shenango River
Lake was one of 16 placed on the flood control project schedule in the Pittsburgh District. Finally, a
solution to the catastrophic flooding was found- that was the “blessing” part of it all.
The project, completed in 1965, now provides flood protection for not only the Shenango River Valley but
also the Beaver and upper Ohio Rivers. It has saved almost $200m in damages, and provides water
releases during dry periods to improve water quality and quantity for domestic and industrial use,
recreation, and aquatic life. The dam/reservoir has the capability to store the equivalent run-off of 10.5
inches of precipitation from its 589 square mile drainage area, the benefits of which were illustrated most
dramatically during the June 1972 flooding from Tropical Storm Agnes, when $1.8m in damage was
prevented.
The “curse” was that the small town of Clark would be wiped out by the lake.
Therefore, the borough was moved to higher ground that was then farmland and
forest. Houses and business were moved as was the cemetery. Houses not moved
were used by workers on the reservoir then demolished after its completion. The
Erie Canal Extension which ran along the Shenango River route is now under
water, as is the old town. The only remains of Clark [Clarksville until the late
1950s] are some of the old asphalt streets which can be found among the trees
along the old main road,

visible only when the water level is low. There is now a marina located where businesses and residences
once stood.
Following are a few of the newspaper clippings at that time about construction of the dam/reservoir and
the impact it had on some of the residents:

These two residents of Clark, Ray
Osborne [left] and Glenn Addicott,
have moved already to a relocated
street and are busy getting their
property in shape. Osborne sold
two houses and build a new one in
the relocated area. Addicott says he
got a better house out of the move,
but lost money.

EARLY CONSTRUCTION AND THE COMPLETED DAM
Project Completion
in 1965
The “heart” of
Shenango Dam

[as seen from the
observation platform
above the upstream
side of the dam]

The project just beginning in the early 1960s…
The project near completion in 1965

Below:
Upstream;
Downstream

…now back to Mercer Avenue going south from High Street to Cedar Avenue…

West
Side

↑ THEN #224 - DEMARCO’S GROCERY

#224 - SUNRISE INN

NOW↑

East
side

↑ THEN
#204 - JOE MASSARO’S SHOE REPAIR SHOP
#202 - MASSARO’S GROCERY

NOW ↑
#210 - SHARPSVILLE AUTO SALES
ARCTIC ICE COMPANY

…from Cedar to Shenango [east side]…
← These undated photos
show the northeast portion of
the block from Cedar
Avenue to the Post Office.
The Iron Banking Building is
to the right of the Post Office
in the upper photo.
The photo below [taken 2013]
shows what remains of the
same block.
The last
building on the left in the top
photo no longer exists.
NOW ↓
Current
marker in
front of
Pierce
Opera
House
designating
this area as
the town’s
Historic
District

--------------------------------

Businesses located on the east side of the Cedar to Shenango block included, at one time or another:
#126 – DAVIS HARDWARE; then SHENANGO VALLEY SERVICE CENTER [gone]
#120 – BOOKWALTER’S MARKET [gone]
#116 – SHARPSVILLE ROOFING [gone]
U. S. POST OFFICE [moved to Sharpsville Plaza]
#112 – KIRKWOOD APARTMENTS [gone]
#108/110 – McDOWELL MARKET [gone]
#106 – BLOCH BROTHERS [gone]
#102 – IRON BANKING COMPANY[corner of Mercer and Shenango]
[later FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF SHARPSVILLE; then McDOWELL NATIONAL BANK;
then PNC BANK] [closed in 2013]
[for the first time since 1871, this building does not house a bank]

#102 – PIERCE OPERA HOUSE/MASONIC HALL[upstairs]
[now PIERCE OPERA HOUSE]
Today this same block is occupied by:

#120 – MAURICE WALTZ PLANNERS

#114 – SHARP COLLECTIONS
#110 – BILL LEMON’S FINE FLOORING DESIGN
#104 – CANO FAMILY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
#102 – PIERCE OPERA HOUSE [upstairs]

PIERCE OPERA HOUSE
located on the 3rd floor of the
IRON BANKING COMPANY BUILDING
[northeast corner of Mercer Avenue and Shenango Streetentrance is through the center doors]
This three-story Italianate building was built in 1871 by General Pierce to
house Sharpsville’s first bank, the Iron Banking Company, which he
established. The building was continuously occupied by successor
banks, the latest of which was PNC Bank, until its closing in 2013.
For some 40 years, the third floor of the building was home to the Pierce
Opera House, Sharpsville’s cultural center, which offered a variety of
operas, musical concerts, operettas, and featured speakers; once they were introduced, motion pictures were
shown here as well. During the late 1800s till around 1920, high school graduations were conducted here. Even
an occasional basketball game was played here in the first decade of the 20th century. It was also used by the
Order of the Eastern Star and the Masons for their meetings. After that, this floor remained unused for some
time.
A number of years ago, the Wilson family [Mike Wilson, former Borough Manger, and his two sons] began
restoring the opera house which had been hidden away behind a wall in the building. Wanting the restoration to
move to the next level, Mr. Wilson sold the building to Dr. Francisco Cano of Greenville, himself professionally
trained in operatic voice, whose love of opera and the arts have been the driving force behind the continuing
phases of restoration and the outstanding theatrical, musical, and opera performances offered.
The current level and variety of programs at Pierce Opera House [Valley Lyric Opera] rivals that available in
Cleveland or Pittsburgh. Past performances include the operas Aida, La Traviata, La Boheme, Rigoletto; musicals
[performed by the Area Community Theatre of Sharpsville- ACTS] South Pacific, Man of LaMancha; ballets; musical
tributes to Neil Simon and Andrew Lloyd Weber, and a host of other outstanding offerings.
Delightfully, Pierce Opera House has once again taken its rightful place as Sharpsville’s center for the arts. Visit
them on line for exciting future developments and upcoming performances: www.valleylyricoopera.org.

…from Cedar to Shenango Street…
[west side]
← THEN
#131 - FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
Built 1882-1884 by Chloe Pierce in honor of her
husband, General James Pierce.
Parsonage built 1887-1888 by the Pierce sons in
honor of their mother

NOW →
SHARPSVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
currently owns and occupies the church building
and is in the process of making
extensive renovations.

Although General James Pierce and his wife, Chloe, were Universalists by faith, he never built a church in
Sharpsville during his lifetime. It was their son, James who, in 1870, invited Universalist ministers from Erie
and Crawford Counties to preach on occasion in Sharpsville in a meeting-hall. On January 31, 1875, just a
little over a year after the General’s untimely death, 28 members formally organized as a congregation, the
only church of this faith in Mercer County. Almost ten years after its founding, Chloe funded construction of
the FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH at the northeast corner of the mansion property facing Mercer
Avenue. The cornerstone was laid October 10, 1882; dedication February 10, 1884.

Set on a rustic sandstone foundation, the church is of Victorian Eclectic design which was described as
“probably second to none in the country”. Inside the church the woodworking is lavish; the sanctuary is
auditorium-style with pews arranged in three sections separated by two aisles. The church pipe organ is
original to the church and is listed on the registry of the Organ Historical Society. It was built by the
Pomplitz Company of Baltimore, Maryland, owned by the father of Albertina Pomplitz Pierce, wife of James.
The parsonage for the church was built in 1888 by the Pierce sons in honor of their mother.
By 1923, church services decreased so much that they were halted completely and the congregation dispersed.
With the exception of a few uses- temporary home for the Presbyterians in 1929 and as a USO hall during
World War II- the building lay vacant until 1945 when it was purchased by the Seventh Day Adventists
In 2000, the building was bought by SHARPSVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, which continues extensive
restoration. The organization is dedicated to collecting data dealing with the early history of the Sharpsville
area; acquiring and preserving documents, records, relics, and memorabilia of the pioneer days; the
encouragement of local historical research and education; investigating and preserving historical sites; and
the publication of papers and articles of events and persons connected with Sharpsville’s history.
Membership is open to everyone interested in the history of Sharpsville. Meetings are the first Monday of
each month at 7 p.m. at the Historical Society. For more information, visit their website:
www.sharpsvillehistorical.org or contact them at: sharpsvillehistorical@hotmail.com or mailing address:
955 Forest Lane- Sharpsville, PA 16150.

…continuing south from Shenango Street…
[southeast corner of Mercer Avenue and Shenango Street]
THEN →
# 18 East Shenango Street –
JONAS PIERCE HOUSE
and grounds
The corner of the property was
eventually parceled out for
construction of the businesses
below.

[notice the restored Jonas Pierce house
in the background of both photos]

↓

NOW

↓
#60 - DR. DONALD MCCAMANT, DDS

#64 - RITE AID PHARMACY
[formerly Cricks’ Pharmacy]

[THEN- Dr. Ansel McCamant, DDS and James A. Biggins, MD –
both retired]

STAN ALFREDO INSURANCE AGENCY

…southwest corner of Mercer Avenue and Shenango Street…

←THEN
ODD FELLOWS TEMPLE BUILDING
[far right].

This photo [date unknown] was taken in the fall from
the grounds of the Pierce Mansion at the northwest
corner of the intersection looking south.
Notice the leafless hedgerow which grew around the
mansion, still standing at the time the photo was
taken.

[In the left background is the original Iron Banking
Building; center left is the Jonas Pierce house.]

↑ NOW

SHARPVILLE POST OFFICE
at the east end of
Sharpsville Center Plaza
near the corner of Mercer and Shenango

[note Mertz Tower rising above in the background]

…following south of Mercer/Shenango intersection…
← THEN

#55 - JOHN W. JACKSON COMPANY
Factory where John Jackson made his
internationally-famous Jackson Oilers

[General Woodcraft and Foundry, owned and operated by James Byerly,
was located in the same building]

…continuing south
on Mercer Avenue…

NOW

THEN
↓

Iron bridge over the
Pennsylvania Railroad and Erie Railroad Tracks
near the MercerAvenue/East Main Street
intersection
The old iron bridge has been replaced with
a modern concrete bridge and guard rails
[note Mertz Towers in the background- built on the
footprint of Deeter]

[Telephone poles are in the same place, aren’t they?]

[note Deeter Building in background in top photo]
[note Jackson house at right in bottom photo]

…view from atop the bridge looking east and west…
[just north of the Mercer Avenue/East Main Street intersection]
← THEN

The railroad tracks crossed Walnut Street which runs between
the buildings in the upper left of the photo and is visible just
to the left of the first Jonas Pierce house upper right.

The railroad
[looking west]
is
but a memory
NOW →
with only vague
remnants of the
rail bed at the
back of
Sharpsville Plaza

← NOW
On the east side of the bridge stands
the sign marking the scenic Trout
Island Trail. This 3-year old “Rails
to Trails” path was created for
hiking, biking, and skating following
the old Pennsylvania Railroad track
route. The Trail is being extended
seven miles to Clark.

…then the intersection of Mercer Avenue and East Main Street…

Looking west down East Main
Street from Mercer Avenuenorth and south sides of street
← THEN
Trolley cars and rails were
replaced in 1939 when motor bus
service came to Sharpsville.
NOW ↓
THEN ↑
NOW →
Who remembers
DR. NELSON BAILEY,
Sharpsville’s school doctor?
His old residence still stands on the
northwest corner of
North Mercer and East Main.

Other than cosmetics, it looks the same.

…southwest corner of Mercer Avenue and East Main Street…
[just south of the intersection]
← THEN

EMMA DEETER BUILDING

[built in 1869 atop the famous “terrace”]
this was the original high school until the new
school was built on Ridge Avenue]
The “CANTEEN” [youth center] was to the south of the
building above the playground.
[You can see the corner of the Canteen on the far left]
Unfortunately, no photos of the Canteen are available, but
this is the famous “plantation” mural in the Canteen. This is
where all Deeter class photos were taken]

NOW →

WADE D. MERTZ TOWERS
[one-bedroom senior Apartments]

Built on the footprints of
Deeter Building.
[The front terrace was cut down to street level;
grounds at the north side of the building are still a
little above street level
and used as a parking area]

…and the last stop on Mercer Avenue is RIVERSIDE CEMETERY.
Entrance on the east side of Mercer
across from Mertz Towers
The large tree on the knoll to the right of
the entrance stands at the corner of the
Pierce family plot where most of the
family members are buried.
[The General’s monument is
just behind the tree]

↓ Entrance at the second bend of Mercer
Avenue going toward Walnut Street

Union Avenue entrance which is the
Veteran’s section of the cemetery. →
This is the area where public ceremonies are held to commemorate patriotic holidays.

Now we back-track a bit north on Mercer to EAST SHENANGO STREET…
[south side of Shenango to Mercer Avenue]
↓ THEN

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The steeple on the church has been
modified over the years, but the houses
look much the same today as
they did 50 years ago.
[notice the models of the automobiles in
the photos]

↓ NOW

← THEN
#18 - JONAS PIERCE HOUSE
[near the southeast corner of the
Shenango Street/Mercer Avenue intersection]
[photo taken from Mercer Avenue]
↓ NOW [photo taken from Shenango Street]

NOW →
Jonas Pierce built this 16-room Second Empire
mansion in 1868 diagonally across the intersection of
Mercer Avenue and Shenango Street from what was
General Pierce’s mansion.
Once the family left, the house was converted into
apartments. It has undergone extensive renovations
over the last few years and is still used as apartments
today.
Known as the Jonas Pierce House, it is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places.

…and the north side of Shenango
to Mercer Avenue…
Historic GEMMILL HOUSE, across from the church [northeast
corner of Shenango and Locust Street], was built in 1908 by James
Gemmill manager of Sharpsville Steel Fabricators. Sold to the
church in 1975 for use as a parsonage, it has since reverted to a
private residence and is undergoing very selective periodrenovation.

# 137 - FRANK PIERCE HOUSE
[built 1870]
located behind Pierce Opera House diagonally
across from the Jonas Pierce house
THEN →
← NOW

Current owners are Bill and Nita Jackson of Houston,
TX who purchased the house a few years ago and
have restored it for use as their “summer home”.
Bill’s grandfather was Superintendent of Sharpsville
Boiler Works [later Sharpsville Steel Fabricators].
For a number of years, the house was home to
the Stahl family.

…we move across to the northwest corner of
Shenango Street and Mercer Avenue to…
THE PIERCE MANSION
The mansion and outbuildings prior to
demolition.
Notice some of the Pierce children
standing on the front porch.

“GOODBYE” MANSION…

Building materials have been
delivered and demolition is
imminent…
The three black and white photos
show the actual demolition of the
mansion while construction of the
new
Sharpsville Gardens is underway.

At the same
time the
mansion was
being torn
down, the
new
apartments
were being
constructed.

…“HELLO” SHARPSVILLE GARDENS

…and on the southwest corner of Shenango and Mercer…
This photo [date unknown] is tagged “Arcade”.
The business eventually became

CRICK’S PHARMACY
home of the famous

“COFFEE STIR”
[notice the wooden table
and wrought iron chairs and stools]

↑ THEN →

This undated photo shows the old
Odd Fellows Temple Building
at right with the location of Cricks’ Pharmacy
indicated by the arrow.
This building was among the first to be torn
down.
Cricks’ relocated across the intersection to the
corner parcel of the Jonas Pierce property.
It is now a Rite Aid Pharmacy.

↓CRICKS’

…from Mercer Avenue to Walnut Street…
[south side]
←↓ THEN

In this photo, the Odd Fellows Building had
been torn down and Cricks’ Pharmacy
re-located across the intersection.

Located in this block were at one time:
#68 [old Temple Bldg] –
ETHEL’S BEAUTY SHOP
LLOYD APPLIANCES
#66 - GARDEN CAFÉ/RESTAURANT
#56 - STAFFORD’S SHARPSVILLE DRY
CLEANERS

PIZZA SHOP
#44 - NATIONAL PLUMBING
[later Lazu Drljaca Plumbing]
#40 - DOMINSKI BARBER SHOP
parking lot for the apartments

back section of
PARKWAY APARTMENTS

…around the corner south onto Park Way…

PARKWAY APARTMENTS
[once a hotel and former original
Pierce residence]

[Park Way half-circled around
Town Park from Shenango
Street to the north side of the
railroad tracks at Walnut Street]

North end of the complex [Shenango Street end]
A few businesses were located in the
lower portion of the northern end of
the building [top photo] with
addresses of PARK WAY:

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH
#6 - JOHNSON REFRIGERATION
SERVICE
VALLEY CARPET CARE
[during the days of the hotel, the hotel bar
was located on the north end, ground floor]

South end of the complex [railroad track end]

…this block ended at Town Park [corner of Shenango and Walnut]…

Built for the enjoyment of the Borough’s residents and guests at the hotel, Town Park was one of the
favorite spots in Sharpsville. Many special community events were held here; families enjoyed
Sunday picnics on the grounds; young people gathered with their friends after school and especially
during the summer. Special features in the park were the fountain and Memorial Rock.
The fountain became a “wishing fountain” every summer
when the water flowed over the edge into the “well”. Like all
wishing wells, coins were tossed in bearing secret wishes.
[note Parkway Apartments in the background in both undated photos
taken from the Walnut Street side of the park]

…what the same Shenango Street block looks like today [Mercer to Walnut]…

SHARPVILLE CENTER PLAZA now occupies the entire block along Shenango Street from Mercer
Avenue to Walnut Street. The park has been re-configured and the fountain has been replaced by a
gazebo and benches. Memorial Rock, however, still stands in the same place. The plaza parking lot
now forms the easterly border of the park.
Commemorative
signature
INGOT MOLD
made at
Shenango, Inc.
Sharpsville was a vital
and integral part of the
iron ore industry from
the first pour made at
Shenango to the very
last one before the plant
was closed. This ingot
stands as a memorial to
the heritage of the town.

A few businesses were located on the west side of the
Shenango/Walnut intersection: #50 – WARNER SMITH
TRUCKING [gone]; #58 – CATTRON COMMUNICATIONS
[now LAIRD TECHNOLOGIES] ;
and #103 – PARKER LUMBER [gone].

…now we look at Walnut Street from the Shenango/Walnut intersection north…

The new and modern
# 215 - VFW POST 6404

At the southeast corner of Walnut and
High Street is
#250 - HORNAK’S SALES & SERVICE
and
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH
still stands at the northwest corner of
High Street and Walnut.
High Street Extension follows eastward
to Shenango Dam.
[note the new bridge to So Py]

…now turning south onto Walnut Street to the Main Street intersection [west side of street]…
Note: Because very few photos of Walnut Street “Then” exist, and with several inconsistencies among information sources
discovered during research, “re-building” businesses on the street was most difficult. What is included is taken from
tangible sources but more from the memories of a number of Sharpsville-ites with the hope that you will recall the “early
days” too.

↓

THEN
The block started with #25/31- LEE SUPPLY [next to the railroad tracks] on to other businesses, from
north to south [and at one time or another], not necessarily in correct order]:
#21 - McCRACKEN’S NEWS AGENCY
#17- ZEKA’S TAVERN
#15 - PA STATE LIQUOR STORE
#15-1/2 – E.C. BLOSE INSURANCE
#11 – SHARPSVILLE SPORTS CENTER
#7 - HOUSE OF TIME
#5- MEHLER INSURANCE
#5 – MAHANEY MEN’S CLOTHING
Also at some time were:
KROGER’S
Lee Supply had three
“bays”: toys; gifts,
MARGARET’S LUNCHEONETTE
china, yarns, sewing
PHIL’S LUNCHEONETTE
needs; hardware.
FRED SEGATY GARBAGE COLLECTION
These may look a little more familiar ↓ →

…northwest corner of North Walnut and Main Street…
[in the midst of Sharpsville’s urban renewal program]
← THEN →
Demolition of the
MAHANEY
BUILDING
[Main and Walnut]

#5 - MAHANEY CLOTHING
MEHLER INSURANCE

Note the vacant space
in the right of the
photo where the other
buildings had already
been razed.

[originally the Knapp Hotel]

↓ NOW

No businesses are located along the west side of Walnut.

…crossing over to the northeast side of Walnut from Shenango to Main…
No photos of the actual businesses where found.
Those listed here lined the east side of Walnut
Street at one time or another [from Shenango to
Main]:
DAVIS PAINT AND WALLPAPER
ED POTTS’ INDIAN MOTORCYCLE SHOP
#18 - GORAL’S GUN SHOP
#14 - BEN FRANKLIN 5 & 10
[formerly Howard Gilmore’s Men’s Store/G. C.
Murphy/Kresge’s]

This was originally HURLEY’S DAIRY at the
northeast corner of Main and Walnut. We
knew it as SHARPSVILLE PIZZA KITCHEN.
Interesting note:
Both the McDowell Building [above]
and the Mahaney Building [right]
faced each other on the respective
northeast and northwest corners of
Walnut and Main. Both buildings
were of the same basic design. The
significant differences were the
addition of a 3rd floor and balconies
to the Mahaney Building

#12 - C. D. SHANER JEWELER
#8 – FOSTER SHOPPE/
QUAKER DRY CLEANER

#6 - MIKE’S SHOE SHINE PARLOR
#4 - E. B. MEACHAM, CHIROPRACTOR
DR. MCCAMANT, DDS
#2 – ETHEL’S BEAUTY SALON

DR. THOMAS PATTERSON, DDS
[Walnut and Main]

…a broader look at the northeast and northwest sides of the same block today…
[from the corner of Walnut and Main]

#1 - PALO FLOWERS
[northeast corner]
[notice Mertz Tower in
background]

Vacant BLACK CHEVY
dealership/parking lot
[not seen at northwest corner];
PALO FLOWERS
[right front at northeast corner];
COUNTRY FAIR convenience store
[north of Palo; ]
SHARPSVILLE CENTER PLAZA
[right background];
TOWN PARK
[trees]

…crossing Main Street to South Walnut Street…

← THEN

This 1909 photo shows a bit of the front of
SHANNON HARDWARE [far left front] which
was located at the southeast corner of Main and
Walnut.
Shannon’s later became KELLEY’S BILLIARDS

NOW →
#1 - SHARPSVILLE MUNICIPAL
BUILDING
now occupies this corner, original site of
SHANNON HARDWARE
and
DOLAN FURNITURE

…continuing south on Walnut to the Ridge Avenue intersection…
[looking back toward Main Street from Ridge]
Located in this block of Walnut at some time
were [and not necessarily in the correct order]:

#34 – VARSITY BARBER SHOP
#40 - IOOF LODGE
#43/47 – R. H. DONNER SUNOCO SERVICE

[later DEIGER SUNOCO & ALIGNMENT SERVICE]
↑ NOW
#40 - IOOF LODGE
#59 – AMERICAN LEGION
[red brick building distant left]
#61- LOCKE’S GARAGE
#66 – W. L. ALEXANDER, DDS
#110 – WILDS SERVICE STATION
NOW ↓ [southeast corner of Walnut and Ridge]

#105 – MOORE’S AUTO SALES & REPAIR

At various times at the corner of Walnut and
Ridge were:
D & S ATLANTIC SERVICE
MARRIE PENNZ-OIL STATION
LIVERMORE ATLANTIC
STULL’S PENNZOIL

…we backtrack a bit now north on Walnut for a quick look up EAST MAIN STREET…
[north and south sides from Walnut Street to Mercer Avenue]
northeast side

Located on the southeast side:

#17 - WEST SIDE BAPTIST
CHURCH

#10 - DOLAN’S FURNITURE COMPANY

[still standing]

[gone]

[no photo of Dolan’s is available]

#2 - SHANNON HARDWARE
[corner of Walnut and Main- see Slide #83];
later KELLEY’S BILLIARDS [gone]
[now the site of Sharpsville Municipal Building]

#26 - BELL TELEPHONE BUILDING [still standing]
[note: Wade Mertz Towers in the background]

…now we turn left onto West Main Street and continue toward 7th Street…
[north side from Walnut to 7th]
← THEN
#12 - SNYDER &
FREEMAN
was situated around
the northwest corner of
Walnut Street on Main
Street, next door to the
Mahaney Building [far

↓ NOW
Some years after Snyder and Freeman closed their doors and the Mahaney
Building was history, the old Snyder & Freeman was demolished and in its
place was built another Chevrolet dealership- HOFIUS CHEVROLET. It
later became HOFIUS-BLACK, which in turn became JASON BLACK
CHEVROLET. The dealership closed in 2013; the building is now for sale.

right in black and white
photo]. In addition to

being a long-standing
Chevy dealership with
full-service repair and
body shop, they were
also a Firestone tire
dealer, Quaker State
motor oil products
dealer, and gas station.
[They even gave Plaid
stamps- note sign at far right
in top left color photo].

Unfortunately, there are not many photos of the original businesses along Main Street. Those available
are shown, while information about others was obtained from published city directories on file at the
Community Library in Sharon, and from the memories of various individuals.
Following along the north side of Main Street toward Seventh Street were:
#48- BILKEY’S CAFÉ [gone]; #52- REICHARD’S GROCERY [at the corner of 1st and Main] later replaced by
PALO FLORAL SHOP [moved to the northeast corner of Main and Walnut]
#100 KARLTON
APARTMENTS
[1st & Main across
from old Ritz
Theatre]
[remodeled and
still apartments]

#224 - MUNICIPAL BUILDING
[police, fire, administration]

↓ THEN

↓ NOW

#124 DONALDSONMOHNEY
FUNERAL HOME
[formerly]
LOVE’S FUNERAL
HOME]

#214 - VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARMENT
AND
#244 - SHARPSVILLE FLORAL [in old Municipal Building]

#302 – [THEN- after fire]
JOYCE’S ISALY DAIRY
[3rd & Main]
[now a vacant lot]

↑ THEN

#412 – [THEN] GORDON WARD INC.; then ANGELA’S PIZZA
[NOW] VALLEY SILK SCREENING

WADE D. MERTZ & SON

#432

NOW↑

MAN’S HALL

THEN: #506 – DESANTIS DISTRIBUTING

#500 – [NOW] MUSCARELLA’S CAFÉ ITALIA

[formerly FIVE HUNDRED BAR; then JOE SABELLA’S GRILLE ]

[THEN]
THE OLD
UNION HALL
[northeast corner
6th & Main]
[later part of
Harry’s]

#512 – [NOW] HARRY’S [closed]
[formerly GEORGE’S GRILL]

#600 - [NOW]
SHARPSVILLE STEEL
CONTAINERS
Office Building

[northwest corner 6th & Main]
[formerly SHARPSVILLE
STEEL FABRICATORS office]

#646 - ROSSI’S BARBER SHOP
[intersection of Main & 7th St]

THE OLDEST
CONTINUOUS
BUSINESS IN TOWN
[and at the same location]

...across the intersection to the south side of the street…
#711 – ROYAL CAFÉ [still exists]
PALAZZO’S DAIRY [gone] – southwest corner of Seventh and Main

…now across Seventh Street and continuing east along the south side of Main Street...
southeast corner of Seventh and Main:
#641 - WILLIAMS’ CAFÉ; then JOE SABELLA’S GRILLE;
then THE RANCH HOUSE
[now a vacant lot].

…continuing east...
#617 - [THEN] ITALIAN
HOME]
[NOW]→
AMERICAN LEGION POST
162

...and ending the block from 7th to 6th
Street were
#625 - BUCKEY’S
BARBER SHOP
[now apartments]

#603 - HOUSE OF TIME
and
AUGIES’ BARBER SHOP
[formerly
ACHENBACH LAUNDRY]
[businesses now closed]

…across the 6th Street intersection continuing east…

Former businesses prior to construction of the plaza:
#515- HELEN DRAGOS’ BEAUTY SALON; ELENA’S DRESS & BEAUTY SHOP

↑ NOW
[Strip plaza - southeast corner 6th and West Main]
#517 - AMERICAN RED CROSS; #515 - ATLAS TECHNOLOGIES; #513 - PENN-OHIO HOLISTIC
CENTER; #511 - LAUNDROMAT; #509 – BUBBLES & BOWS DOG GROOMING
#121 –
[THEN]
office of
DR. T. S. TYRAN, MD
[located across the
alley just to the west of
the old Walder’s]
[now private residence]

#213 – [THEN] WILLIAM WELDON
ELECTRIC SHOP; and later
SABORSKY TV & ELECTRONICS SALES
AND SERVICE
[NOW] STITCH & DAZZLE

#111 – [THEN] WALDER’S
[famous for their steak sandwiches]
[NOW] JERRY’S TAVERN

#103 – [THEN] HELEN’S [Belonax] BEAUTY SALON
was located in the Ritz Theatre building which was adjacent to Walder’s.

This vacant lot at the corner of 1st and Main [next to now Jerry’s Tavern]
was once home to probably the most popular place in Sharpsville
#103 - RITZ THEATER

All that is left today are the theatre’s footprint and few remnants of the foundation.
[Unfortunately, no photos of the Theatre’s interior or exterior have surfaced to this day]

…continuing across the 1st Street intersection…

THEN -

Various businesses between 1st Street and Walnut Street:

#61 – DR. NELSON J. BAILEY
#52- KEN WILLAMAN PLUMBING
#11 – R. D. ALEXANDER & SON PLUMBING, HEATING, SHEET METAL CONTRACTORS
#9 – ROSS CLEANERS;
then WHEATON’S CLEANERS;
then E. SWEENEY & SONS PLUMBING & HEATING

← NOW #45 – STEAMATIC CLEANING SERVICES
corner 1st and Main

…now on to the end of the block at the WALNUT STREET/MAIN STREET
intersection…
← THEN
#5 - MACFARLAND PHARMACY
[building with awning];

later ZICKAR’S PHARMACY
#6 - DR. BENJAMIN FRYE
[office above the pharmacy]
Corner of Main and WalnutTHOMAS GROCERY STORE [left front in photo];
later JOHNSON’S MARKET
↓ NOW

#9 - FIRST NATIONAL BANK

Our trip down memory lane in pictures ends here.
Much has changed since James Sharp first set foot on the land that would become Sharpsville. He had a
dream that one day “his town” would grow and prosper. It was not to be for him.
However, some years later, another man came to the area. His dream [basically similar in theory] DID come
true. That man was General James Pierce. It is because of his deep commitment to family and community
and his driving ambition and business acumen that Sharpsville grew into this wonderful small town here in
northwest Pennsylvania where we grew up and are always proud to call home.
From the time we were born, we began making memories here…from early childhood, through elementary
school and junior high…to high school where we matured and were prepared by our teachers to head out
into the world. Whether we were headed for college or another type of higher education; whether we
enlisted in the military; or whether we chose to find employment and stay in the area…we all shared the
same basic roots right here.
Since 1964, many of us have traveled the world and experienced life in ways we may never have imagined.
Now we have settled in the four corners of the United States and all points in between, even in some foreign
lands. Some of us have remained in Sharpsville and are part of the generation who once again are making or
have made a difference- teaching in the schools; serving as members of the School Board; holding public
office; working in the public sector. It’s all part of ”paying it forward”- doing good now for future
generations in Sharpsville.
Regardless of where we live now or where life has taken us during the 50 years since our graduation from
Sharpsville High in 1964, one thing is certain: There’s something very special about “coming home” to
Sharpsville because
we will always be a part of Sharpsville.
But most of all, because
Sharpsville will always be a part of us!
May God bless us, one and all!

